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Immigration and Homestead Act
Name
Institution 



Immigration and Homestead Act
The 1862’s Homestead Act came as a reprieve to many people across the world who were looking for opportunities in the west. The act was perhaps the genesis of the mass migration into the west. Immigration and Homestead Act are related because the introduction of the act made it possible for people moving into America to own land/homestead where they will carry out farming. Basically, the 40 million Americans of Irish decent migrated into the US during the time when the Homestead Act was operational ("Anniversary of the Irish Potato Famine," n.d.). Therefore, Homestead Act encouraged and facilitated the settlement of immigrants in the west. 
The role of the potato as a push factor for the Irish immigrants into the west can be considered as a key. The dwindling fortunes from potato farming in Ireland and the subsequent deaths due to hanger pushed Irish people to look for other opportunities. The Irish farmers depended heavily on the potato farming as a commercial crop and as stable food. The Irish people experienced the worst form of hanger when their backbone, potato farming, was swept away by a fungal disease thus resulting in millions of deaths ("Homestead Act and Hard Times for Farmers," n.d.). The failure of the crop forced the survivors to look for other opportunities elsewhere because their lands, Irish potato farms, were no longer productive. 
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